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REMEMBER EMANUEL— WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 2015 
 

The Welcome  
 

The Consecration* Pastor Wm Hale 
 

Eternal God, we pause to give You thanks for the victims and the survivors of the Mother Emanuel massacre. We 
rejoice today because through this tragic experience, we are reminded that evil and hatred does not have the last 
say, but that love overcomes all fear and that Your grace comforts us through times of pain and sorrow. We pray 
that the legacy of the Emanuel 9 will continue to live through us and that in these times of injustice we will remind 
the world of Your justice. We pray that in these times of heighten fear that we remind the world of Your steadfast 
love for all of Your creation. We pray that in these times of intolerance and inequality that we remind the world of 
how good it is when God’s children dwell together in unity. Make us Your light in the darkness of this world so that 
all will come into the knowledge of your love, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 

The Call*  
 

 One Voice: O God, our help throughout the ages and our Sustainer for years to come, we 
thank you for the lives of our brothers and sisters of Mother Emanuel AME and 
all the ways they have blessed us. 

 

 Many Voices: Some are still with us. Some are no more.  
    

 One Voice: May the remembrance of their love, their courage, and their compassion call us 
to gratitude throughout our lives, that generations yet to come may give you 
praise for their legacy until that day when you make all things new. 

 

 Many Voices: We pray that the power of the Holy Spirit will continue to comfort and heal all 
that have been impacted by this tragedy. We pray that your love will surround 
them on this day and continue to give them the strength and power to continue 
their journeys of faith. 

 

    

 One Voice: We know that the Emanuel 9 did not die in vain. We pray that you make us a 
living testimony of their lives and that their stories, told through us, will bring 
love, justice, and harmony to the world. 

 

 Many Voices: In a time filled with great tragedy we dare to hope for a time yet to come in 
which the slaughter of innocents, pervasive greed, the ambitions of power, and 
cultural, racial and religious bigotries, are but memories of a dim and 
unenlightened past. 

 

 

The Hymn AME Hymnal #364 

 “My Hope is Built!” 
 

1. My hope is built on nothing less  Than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, But wholly lean on Jesus' name. 

  
REFRAIN 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

 

2. When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In every high and stormy gale, My anchor holds within the veil. [Refrain] 

 

3. His oath, His covenant, His blood  Support me in the whelming flood; 
When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my hope and stay. [Refrain] 

 

4. When He shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in Him be found! 
Dressed in His righteousness alone, Faultless to stand before the throne! [Refrain]  
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The Prayer Originally By Carlene Lenore Douglas** 
 

O God of understanding, wisdom, strength, and power, we remember before You this day our 
brothers and sisters whose lives were snatched by a heart of hatred and bigotry. We remember before 
You nine faithful servants, whose lives were violently taken while peacefully studying Your Word. We 
call their names before You, these martyrs, these sacrificed lives, the Mother Emmanuel Nine: 
 

• The Honorable Reverend Clementa Pinckney 
• The Reverend Daniel Simmons 
• The Reverend Sharonda Coleman-Singleton 
• Sister Depayne Middleton Doctor 
• Sister Cynthia Hurd 

• Sister Susie Jackson 
• Sister Ethel Lance 
• Brother Tywanza Sanders 
• Sister Myra Thompson 
 

 

And we remember those who survived that massacre and bore witness to their sacrifice: 
 

• Sister Felecia Sanders 
• Her Granddaughter 

• Sister Polly Sheppard  
• Pastor Pinckney’s Wife and Daughters 

 

We pray that Your eternal light will shine on them. 
Father in this safe and trusted space we come to cry, to vent, to grieve with their families, and the 

members and community of Emmanuel AME Church; to release our anger, and to unpack the emotions 
of this great loss. To find a place to sow our tears, and mend the inner wounds that rise from our 
memory of the seventeenth day of June, two thousand and fifteen. 

In Jesus’ Name we ask You to shine your light of hope through us as we live in this uncertain world 
of hatred and violence. Show us the way, O God, that we as a united Body can cut off the horns of 
bigotry and hatred and prejudice that bully their way into the faces of Your people. 

We pray for peace and love to reign in our homes, churches and communities. We pray for 
deliverance from feelings of hatred and mercilessness that make their way into our hearts. Help us to 
move forward in faith, trusting You to heal us in Your time and release us to love all people. 

Hear us, O Lord, as we rest in the safety of Your loving presence. In Jesus’ name we pray, AMEN. 
 

The Reading Isaiah 61:8-9 (Common English Bible) 
 

8 I, the LORD, love justice; 
    I hate robbery and dishonesty  
I will faithfully give them their wage, 
    and make with them an enduring covenant. 
9 Their offspring will be known among the nations, 
    and their descendants among the peoples. 
All who see them will recognize 
    that they are a people blessed by the LORD. 

 

The Litany  “Terror and Prophetic Witness”     Originally by Bishop Adam J. Richardson, Jr.** 
 

 One Voice: "Tragedies are common place," so sings the psalmist. The proof could not be 
more stunning. Terror walked into Mother Emanuel Church in Charleston. June 
17, 2015 is still fresh in our collective memory. Quarterly Conference, Bible Study, 
Prayer Meeting, kindness and a warm welcome were not enough to stave off a 
young, mean-spirited, white supremacist with a gun. 

 

 Many Voices: Our God is Love! Love lingered on the lips of Jesus. Love lifts. Love helps. Love 
heals. Love hopes. Love believes, Love conquers! 

 

    

 One Voice: "Tragedies are common place." We looked in horror and sorrow at the terror 
unleashed in Orlando; 49 people died. We discovered something evolutionary in 
our own mind and spirit; we instinctively knew their deaths were not of God. 

 

 Many Voices: Our God is Love! Love lingered on the lips of Jesus. Love lifts. Love helps. Love 
heals. Love hopes. Love believes, Love conquers! 
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 One Voice: "Tragedies are common place." So many terror attacks, claiming so many lives. 
Every day, it seems, death is a tragedy to someone – someone near and dear; 
regularly far and unknown to us by name. Their names and lives still matter. More 
than a political matter; it is also theological. The terrorists often think they are 
doing God a favor. 

 

 Many Voices: Our God is Love! Love lingered on the lips of Jesus. Love lifts. Love helps. Love 
heals. Love hopes. Love believes, Love conquers! 

 

    

 One Voice: "Tragedies are common place." Gang violence is rife; the terror often occurs 
where we live, work and worship – hopeless youths who have “fainted and grown 
weary,” “young men have fallen,” turn on one another, terror unleashed in the 
neighborhood resulting in the deaths of innocent bystanders, and funeral biers 
in steady procession to the grave, trailed by those who loved them, who refuse 
to be consoled because they know this is not of God. 

 

 Many Voices: Our God is Love! Love lingered on the lips of Jesus. Love lifts. Love helps. Love 
heals. Love hopes. Love believes, Love conquers! 

 

    

 One Voice: "Tragedies are common place." COVID-19 has brought the terror of systemic and 
systematic racism into the light for all those with eyes to see, the coronavirus 
exposed the existing social inequalities that have always been there, revealing 
that those who are black and brown have taken the brunt of the pandemic to a 
disproportionate degree, those who live with a terror rooted in bigotry and 
perpetuated by those in power and privilege.  

 

 Many Voices: Our God is Love! Love lingered on the lips of Jesus. Love lifts. Love helps. Love 
heals. Love hopes. Love believes, Love conquers! 

 

    

 One Voice: "Tragedies are common place." We honor the service and sacrifice of law 
enforcement officers; but far too often, terror is released upon the incredibly 
young and young at heart. Unarmed, they have been gunned down or choked to 
death by persons sworn to serve and protect. The necrology is too long and 
growing; we know this is not of God. 

 

 Many Voices: Our God is Love! Love lingered on the lips of Jesus. Love lifts. Love helps. Love 
heals. Love hopes. Love believes, Love conquers! 

 

    

 One Voice: "Tragedies are common place;" tis true. But, for these reasons and more, we are 
called to preach the Gospel of love and hope; to speak in the prophetic tradition 
– truth to power; to lead and support social justice matters – to save lives, to 
transform communities, where Christ is exalted, God is glorified and the people 
might live in peace in the beloved community, where terror does not thrive! 
Never has our calling and ministry been more relevant and necessary. 

 

 Many Voices: Our God is Love! Love lingered on the lips of Jesus. Love lifts. Love helps. Love 
heals. Love hopes. Love believes, Love conquers! 

 

 

The Gloria Patri AMEC Hymnal #628 

 “Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost! 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; World without end! Amen, Amen.” 

 

The Selection Sister Wendy Young 
 

The Word Presiding Elder Kenneth J. Golphin 
 

The Invitation  
 

The Remarks  
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The Healing* Let us pray… 
 

God, we come before You with faith in Your promise that whatever we ask for in Your name will be 
granted to us. We come trusting in Your great love for us and believing that You know all that we are 
in need of.  

God we pray that You will bring healing to us as we continue to uplift the legacies of the Emanuel 9 
and the survivors. Bring Your healing love into every corner of our hearts and release all the buried and 
unhealed hurts, pain, and anger that we may harbor within us. 

Heal all feeling sadness, loneliness, fear and anxiety. 
Heal all feeling guilt, despair, feelings of betrayal and rejection. 
Heal all feeling anger, hatred, resentment and bitterness. 
God our trust is in You. Lead us and guide us. Inspire and strengthen us. Teach us how to forgive 

and how to be forgiven in healthy and healing ways. Always remind us that love conquers even the 
most senseless acts of violence and hatred. 

And then Lord, empower us to be witnesses of Your healing power and bring glory, honor and praise 
to Your name through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Benediction  
 

And now unto God who is able to keep us in all our ways and to present us faultless before the 
presence of God’s glory with exceeding joy. To the only wise God our Savior, Comforter and Redeemer, 
be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and forever. Amen. 
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Dear Members: 
Please find below an announcement from the AME Church Social Action 
Commission.  Mrs. Jacqueline Dupont-Walker, Director and Bishop Frank Madison Reid 
III, Chair: 
 

Dear AME Freedom Fighters,  
The double pandemics of COVID-19 and COVID-1619 permeate the soul of America. 
We Can’t Breathe. 
This moment requires a commitment to lift our collective voices to do justice, love kindness, and 
walk humbly with God.During this pivotal time in the world, we are asking the people of God to 
speak truth to power. Join us for a week of celebration, education, and action. Let's use our voices 
and bodies as a revolutionary witness to the faith we have in a God who liberates.  
The AME Church Social Action Commission invites you to join us for the Juneteenth Week of 
Actionby joining the events listed on the flyer below. Organize as families, communities, and 
congregations as we celebrate what it means to be the beloved children of God. Our voice will 
not be silenced.  
 
JUNETEENTH WEEK OF ACTION 
Sunday, June 14 
#BlackLivesMatter Sunday: Pray + Protest 
Write Letters to Congress in support of Justice in Policing Act (Action Alert Attached) 
 
Monday, June 15 
Selah at Home: Conversation with Bishop Vashti McKenzie and Rep. Val Demings 
7pm CST 
https://www.facebook.com/SelahLeaders/ 
Movement Movie Monday: Just Mercy 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kOE5L2mgXkI&feature=emb_logo 
 
Tuesday, June 16 
Black In Challenge: Buy Black 
https://webuyblack.com 
 
Wednesday, June 17 
Remembering the Emanuel 9: 9 Minutes of Prayer 
12:00pm 
Dinner in Black: Food for the Soul 
Order Dinner from a Black Owned Restaurant 
http://blackrestaurantweeks.com/restaurant-delivery-takeout-offers-during-covid-19-pandemic/  
 
Thursday, June 18 
Stand Up, Be Counted: Census 2020 
https://www.faircount.org 
 
Friday, June 19 
JusticeCon: A Path Towards Freedom  

https://t.e2ma.net/click/x2xx4c/l9ih7z/l5vctn
https://t.e2ma.net/click/x2xx4c/l9ih7z/1xwctn
https://t.e2ma.net/click/x2xx4c/l9ih7z/hqxctn
https://t.e2ma.net/click/x2xx4c/l9ih7z/xiyctn
https://t.e2ma.net/click/x2xx4c/l9ih7z/dbzctn
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A virtual social justice conference to empower leaders for social change through community, 
conversation, and collective action. 
https://allencathedral.org/justicecon/ 
http://justicecon.co/ 
 
Saturday, June 20 
Power to the People: Day of Action 
Organize a Demonstration to support the Poor People’s Campaign  
https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/june2020/ 
 

And what does the Lord require of you!  To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with 
your God. Micah 6:8 

 
 
Ubuntu, 
 
Bishop Frank Madison Reid, III 
Presiding Bishop, Third Episcopal District 
Chair, AME Social Action Commission 
 

Please click on the links below for additional information and share it with others: 
Faith_for_Black_Lives_Toolkit.pdf 
Faith_in_Black_Lives_Action_Alert.pdf 
 

 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/x2xx4c/l9ih7z/t3zctn
https://t.e2ma.net/click/x2xx4c/l9ih7z/9v0ctn
https://t.e2ma.net/click/x2xx4c/l9ih7z/po1ctn
https://t.e2ma.net/click/x2xx4c/l9ih7z/5g2ctn
https://t.e2ma.net/click/x2xx4c/l9ih7z/l92ctn
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For	More	Information,	Contact:		213-494-9493	

																																																										Jacquelyn	Dupont-Walker,	Director	-	SAC	
	

MOTHER	EMANUEL	REMEMBRANCE	SUNDAY	
	

It’s	the	LAW!!					At	the	Bicentennial	session	of	the	General	Conference	of	the	African	Methodist	
Episcopal	Church,	the	1,506	delegates	voted	to	create	a	means	by	which	the	tragic	event	of	June	
17,	2015,	at	Mother	Emanuel	A.M.E.	Church,	Charleston,	S.C.,	will	become	part	of	the	
knowledge	of	future	generations	of	A.M.E.	Church	members.		
	
The	Council	of	Bishops,	in	compliance	with	that	50th	session	of	the	General	Conference	declares	
Sunday	June	18,	2017,	as	Mother	Emanuel	Remembrance	Sunday.			
	
What	makes	this	tragedy	one	to	memorialize	for	future	generations?	
	

Ø Gun	violence	took	the	lives	of	nine	members	of	Mother	Emanuel	who	were	brutally	
murdered	and	affected	the	lives	of	four	persons	who	survived	a	gunman’s	rampage	
during	weekly	Bible	study	at	their	local	church	in	Charleston,	S.C.	on	June	17,	2015.		The	
gunman	was	a	“card	carrying”	Christian	who	was	welcomed	into	God’s	house,	and	
unbeknownst	to	his	hosts,	listened	to	a	demonic	voice	to	kill	them,	yet	he	was	forgiven	
by	the	families,	church	members,	and	the	community	of	faith.	

	
Ø This	ultimate	sacrifice	could	be	seen	as	a	Christian’s	exit	of	choice	–	ushered	into	the	

presence	of	God	from	bible	study.		Going	home	in	the	midst	of	honoring	one’s	Christian	
commitment	to	study	and	worship.	The	evidence	of	the	faith	of	the	Emanuel	Church	
family	and	the	Charleston	community	must	be	lifted	up	as	a	model	for	all	people	of	
goodwill	and	faith.	

	
Ø Commemorating	June	17	2015,	in	perpetuity	is	important	for	the	following	reasons:	1)	

The	lessons	taught	and	learned	must	be	preserved	with	authentic	storytelling;	2)	
Honoring	the	lives	and	Christian	walks	of	everyone	who	gathered	for	bible	study	is	
important;	and	3),	Honoring	the	life’s	work	of	each	person	who	lost	his/her	life	gives	
those	of	us	who	tarry,	a	renewed	ministry	focus.		It	connects	us	to	our	founding	roots	
and	the	future	vision	for	African	Methodism.	

	
Ø Reminds	future	generations	of	the	need	for	eternal	vigilance	against	violence	and	hatred	

at	all	times.			
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What	can	we	do?		How	can	we	be	in	compliance	with	the	law?		The	legislation	clearly	outlines	
steps:	
	

1. Every	congregation	of	the	A.M.E.	Church	will	conduct	yearly,	a	brief	ceremony	to	
remember	the	nine	members	of	Emanuel	A.M.E.	Church,	Charleston,	S.C.,	brutally	
murdered	during	Bible	Study	on	June	17,	2015.	[Cynthia	Marie	Graham	Hurd,	Susie	
Jackson,	Ethel	Lee	Lance,	Depayne	Middleton-Doctor,	Clementa	C.	Pinckney	(41),	
Tywanza	Sanders	(26),	Daniel	Simmons	(74),	Sharonda	Coleman-Singleton	(45),	Myra	
Thompson	(59)]	as	well	as	the	survivors;	Felicia	Sanders,	Polly	Sheppard,	Jennifer	
Pinckney	and	2	minors.		
	

SUGGESTIONS:		Take	the	time	to	call	the	name	of	EACH	person	who	was	in	that	bible	study.		
Create	a	Litany	or	post	the	names	with	photos.		Convene	an	Intercessory	Prayer	Vigil	(in-
person,	conference	call,	or	via	internet).	Make	the	Roll	Call	a	part	of	the	Church	School	
lesson,	Allen	Christian	Endeavour	League	session,	etc.			Invite	other	churches	(especially	
Lutheran	congregations1),	anti-gun	violence	coalitions,	and	families	of	gun	violence	victims	
to	join	in	worship	with	you.	Use	robo	call	to	outreach.	

	
2. This	ceremony	will	be	conducted	during	Sunday	worship	service,	until	perpetuity.	Each	

congregation	will	conduct	the	ceremony	under	independent	guidelines.	The	ceremony	
will	be	conducted	on	the	immediate	Sunday	following	June	17,	except	those	years	when	
June	17	is	on	Sunday,	in	which	case	the	ceremony	will	be	held	on	June	17.		

						
SUGGESTION:		Place	the	date	on	the	calendar	at	the	beginning	of	the	Conference	Year.		The		
Connectional	Church	will	list	the	date	on	its	master	calendar	and	send	a	reminder	no	later	
than	the	first	Sunday	in	April	of	each	calendar	year.	

	
	
	
	
	
	

																																								 																					

1	The	gunman	at	Mother	Emanuel	was	a	member	of	the	Lutheran	Church.		The	Rev.	Elizabeth	Eaton,	
Presiding	Bishop	of	the	Evangelical	Lutheran	Church	of	America	has	called	the	members	into	special	
deliberations	to	find	ways	to	address	any	indicators	of	hate	based	on	race	or	other	non-Christian	acts	of	
hatred	and	discrimination.	Two	of	the	Emanuel	9	were	graduates	of	Lutheran	schools	–	Clementa	
Pinckney	and	Daniel	Simmons.	
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3. 	Send	your	testimony	and	report	about	the	way	your	church	honored	the	spirit	and	

letter	of	this	law.	
												

SUGGESTION:		Send	your	report	to	www.ame-sac.org		and	the	AME	Christian	Recorder.			Not	
only	do	we	want	to	remember,	but	we	want	the	world	to	remember	and	do	something.		
Send	news	alerts	to	local	TV	stations,	cable	outlets,	radio	stations,	Facebook,	Twitter,	and	all	
social	media	outlets.	Tune	into	Call-in	shows	and	call	in	reminding	listeners	of	the	hazards	of	
gun	violence.	Report	both	your	plans	for	the	Day	and	the	outcome	of	your	efforts	in	the	
local	newspapers	and	social	media	outlets.		

	
	

Thank	you	for	your	support	and	follow	through	on	this	matter.	

Your	Bishops,	

McKinley	Young,	Senior	Bishop	
Adam	J.	Richardson,	Jr.	
Vashti	Murphy	McKenzie,	President,	General	Board	
Gregory	Gerald	McKinley	Ingram	
Wilfred	Jacobus	Messiah	
Paul	Jones	Mulenga	Kawimbe	
James	Levert	Davis	
David	Rwhynica	Daniels,	Jr.	
	
Samuel	Lawrence	Green,	Sr.	
E.	Earl	McCloud	
Jeffrey	Nathaniel	Leath	
Julius	Harrison	McAllister,	Sr.	
John	Franklin	White,	President,	Council	of	Bishops	
Clement	Willie	Fugh	
Reginald	Thomas	Jackson	
Harry	Lee	Seawright	
Michael	Leon	Mitchell	
E.	Anne	Henning-Byfield	
Ronnie	Elijah	Brailsford	
Stafford	J	Wicker	
Frank	Madison	Reid,	III,	Chair,	Social	Action	
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Retired	
John	Hurst	Adams	
Frederick	Hilborn	Talbot	
Frederick	Calhoun	James	
Frank	Curtis	Cummings	
Philip	Robert	Cousin,	Sr.	
Henry	Allen	Belin,	Jr.	
John	Richard	Bryant	
Robert	Vaughn	Webster	
Zedekiah	LaZett	Grady	
Cornal	Garnett	Henning,	Sr.	
William	Phillips	DeVeaux	
Theodore	Larry	Kirkland	
Richard	Franklin	Norris	
Preston	Warren	Williams	II	
Carolyn	Tyler	Guidry	
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The Cover Logo (the Dove and Title Layout) were produced and distributed by the AME Church 

and adapted by William Hale. 

 

*The Consecration, The Call, and The Healing, along with the cover photos and names’ list, 

came from a document produced by the 7th Episcopal District of the AME Church, June 2018, 

“Liturgy-of-Remembrance”; no authors were credited in the document I possess. Adaptations to 

those aforementioned prayers were made by William Hale. 

 

**Adaptations were made to the Prayer (by Carlene Lenore Douglas) and the Litany (by Bishop 

Adam J. Richardson, Jr.), adaptations made by William Hale. 

 

“My sincerest apologies if the changes and adaptations I made in any way offends the original 

authors of these beautiful declarations. Thank you for their use.” -Wm 

 


